



By Lu Painter 

The first shot in the fatal 
1969 Black Panther raid was 
fired by state’s attorney’s po- 
lice, according to a report by a 
blue-ribbon cwffffilssion com- 
posed of nationally known 
Americans. ’ 

; : A draft of the Report, which 
the Ctfmmibion hi Inquiry has 
not yet released, is highly crit- 
ical of the'' federal and county 
investigations of the raid in 
whici£ Illinois Chairman Fred 
Hampton and Mark Clark 
were killed. 

State’s Atty. Edward V. 
Hanrahan also comes in for 
severe criticism. 

THE DAILY NEWS disclosed 
Thursday that the commission 
staff had warned the commis- 
sion’s steering committee that 
it would release it’s own report 
if the delay continued. 

The Daily New r s also re- 
vealed that the commission re- 
port concluded that “neither 
the federal government nor the' 
state sought- to^’establish ike 
truth” about the raid. 

IN A PRESS conference Fri- 


.-day in his campaign headquar- 
ters, Hanrahan said he ‘.‘se- 
riously questions the accuracy 
and validity” of The Daily 
News’ story, and questions 
“the motives behind its publi- 
cation -at this time.” 

“You have to consider the 
source,” he said. “It comes 
from The Sun-Times chain of 
newspapers, known for its bias 
against me. (The Daily New's 
and Sun-Times are owned by 
Field Enterprises.) 

“The first publication came 
in a copyrighted story written 
by a reporter who is certainly 
not known for his objectivity.” 
Hanrahan emphasized that 
the commission is a private 
group, not appointed by a gov- 
ernment body., ‘ • 

The commission found that 
Hamptqn “was shot from the 
doorway to his bedroom as he 
lay drugged and defenseless in 
bed.” . 


Former Atty. Gen. Ramsey 
Clark and NAACP Executive 
Director Roy Wilkins were co- 
chairmen of the commission, 
Clark is also chairman of the 
steering committee, which 
approved the report last June. 

DR. DAVID M. Spain, a New 
York pathologist, who partici- 
pated in the third autopsy on 
Hampton’s body, is quoted in 
the report: 

“The integrity of the Cook 
County coroner’s office is open 
to serious question. . . . The 
pathologist who performed the 
autopsy testified that he had 
opened the stomach of the 
corpse and examined its con- 
tents. ... 

“At the third autopsy, it was 
found that the stomach was 
completely closed and had 
never been opened.” 

The coroner’s autopsy was 
performed by Dr. Edward 


Sh algos and Dr. Eugene Con- 
stantinou. 

THE COMMISSION of In- 
quiry’s report agreed with the 
federal grand jury report that 
the Panthers had fired only 
one shot during the raid. How- 
ever, the commission’s ballis- 
tics expert, Herbert L. MacDo- 
nell, saod in a letter accom- 
panying the report: 




“The one shot fired out (by 
Panthers) was not the first 
shot. The first shot was fired 
by the police. This conclusion 
is based upon previous testi- 
mony that the living room 
door was opening, at the time 
of the shooting.” • 

Of the federal grand jury re- 
port, the commission report 
says: 



“The (grand jury) report- 
lacks credibility because of the. 
bias and adversary approach 
reflected in it. The caculated 
attempts to mislead and in: 
some instances to deceive the 
reader make the report unre- 
liable and a mechanism by; 
which public opinion may be 
manipulated to serve narrow! 
politipal ends.” 





